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CUBAN ATR FORCE VO COMMUUTCATTIONS PROCEIRRE

The object of this report is Lo provide a preliminary analysis of Cuban
aircraft and ground control procedures and lLerminoiogy ag they are reflected in
tactical ond civil alr commuicabions.  DPrimary cwphbasis s placed on Cuben
tactical alr commmnication procedure where poscible, bal tactlcal ond civil ﬂl.l'
terninology appear Lo overlap. Military pllots and civilian pilols use approx-

imately the same tenninology to describe or refer to cperations or equipment

common Lo both., Cuban wvesather termirology follows peperal Dpanish laogage

A tentative resemblunce has been discovered belveen a huown tissian syslem of

aireralt plotting and one being uged by the (Mbons.  ‘fhis plas the foct vhab the

Cuban Air lorce is largely eqolpped with Hassian-buill vactical alrplunes maared
by bloc-tralned pilots supggests that as (uba’s Alr Foece communicallons develop
they will probably do so olong Hloe Jines,  lacticad Geadning b delinitery wndev-

0

vay end preliminary lingudsbic anadysiy of dvlzveept Cron 06 eslablishes ke

participation of non-Cuban control personea?,  Hhdle the promnclat.on and accent

of these controllers scems Lo be Ulavice or Viddie Woropecan o seeocal samples off

Russion volce have been processed “ e Thew poueradications
regarding the predominant nalionality of Lhase wdvisors can be made ab Lhis tlwe.
COMINT reflections of Cuba's present tactical air capabilily sre soneuwhab
conpradictory. Several mentions of fonnlaLiun fiying have ccanmned, bub ve
information could be derived repurding the purpocse or size of the formations.
There has been at leasl one inslance o o readineoss vin-throagh procedure
asgocinted with what appeared to be o soramble Labeor) ov s Ylancous ndaplane
launchlng/exerciue. This involved ab least 7 airplaves. vaving Lie exercise
the control officer suddenly interrupled Lo amobish "all pilets” to gently Lifu
their crafts' noses on takeof’. While is secms unlikely Uial pilols engaged in
scramble exercises would require such a warning, Ubhis probably rellects Lhe fact

that the Cuban Air Force 1s developing under forced draft conditions. ‘llis may
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also explain the lack of unit'ormity apparent in cervlain basic procedures.
Altitudes are reported in ellher fecl or welers and groand conlrel personnel have
been ‘heard asking pilots which was belng uvsed.

Voice transmissions are acknowledped vy bofth alr snd ground personnel in a
varlely of ways, While o dlscopacd Pov o sGraight tool proceducs 1o nol uncomnon
among veleran pllols anl communicabloag peracvnci, 16 ds fell Lhnk the in-
consistency of terminology amcong Giban persouse? might be attributed to their
newness ab this type of operalion.

Other tactical Ltems obscrvedl have Leeu Vimited veferences to practice
bombing and al least oune convercalion nenticuing Lhe laupching of anchored
target balloons for aerlal punnery practirce.

There is little or no information availal:ie regarding the location of these
scbivities., Commnicalions sceariby hoag becu very vell mainbainced throngh a system

of cover words and/or callsigns.
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